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1 Course Description

The 2012 election is over except for the complaining. Could we have done it better? This course
examines the operation of U.S. elections with an eye toward electoral reform. For example, are
there better ways of counting votes? Should we use different voting technologies? Should we have
stronger voter identification requirements? The course also examines the outcomes of these and
other potential reforms. Who wins if we change how elections happen? Who loses? What does the
way we organize and administer elections say about the kind of political society we want to be?

In this class you will be exposed to current political science research on various aspects of elections
and elections administration. As such, you will occasionally read journal articles. I have tried to
pick articles with relatively little in the way of statistical analysis, but you will be exposed to some
in the readings. If you are uncomfortable with statistics, have no fear. We will spend time in class
talking about how to read the tables and charts.

2 Course Objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

• Explain how, if at all, U.S. elections contribute to the creation of a “good society”

• Describe some of the major challenges facing U.S. elections

• Perform a literature search

• Write an initial, major research paper

3 Course Materials

There are two required books for this course:



• Wayne, Stephen J. 2010. Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election? Washington, D.C.:
CQ Press.

• Herrnson, Paul S., Richard G. Niemi, Michael J. Hanmer, Benjamin B. Bederson, Frederick
C. Conrad, and Michael W. Traugott. 2008. Voting Technology: The Not-so-Simple Act of
Casting a Ballot. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press.

4 Course Requirements

4.1 Research Paper (60% of course grade)

Over the course of the semester, each student will, through an iterative process incorporating
revsions, write an original paper about a potential electoral reform and its consequences. The paper
will be written in sections over the course of the semester, with a final version submitted at the end
of the semester.

Important: All components of the research paper must be submitted to receive anything other
than an F in this course.

4.1.1 Component Points Breakdown

The grade for the research paper comes from four drafts, or components. Table 1 shows the topic,
length, relative points, and due dates for each draft of the paper. The final draft should incorporate,
with revisions, the material from the three earlier drafts. More information about each paper can
be found at the end of this syllabus.

Table 1: Breakdown of Research Paper Component Points

Topic Length Percentage Due Date

Electoral problem to solve 3–5 pp. 15% Feb. 1

Mechanics of potential reforms 4–6 pp. 25% March 11

Likely outcomes 4–6 pp. 25% April 1

Final paper 15–20 pp. 35% May 1

4.1.2 Some Important Technicalities

• All papers must be submitted in PDF format through the course Sakai site. Each will be
processed through Turnitin.com’s anti-plagiarism software.

• The final paper must reference at least twelve academic sources, at least two of which must be
books obtained through the university library.

• Use the Chicago Manual of Style (16th Edition; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010)
as your style guide. Use the Chicago Manual’s author-date system (i.e., in-text, parenthetical)
for citations not footnotes or endnotes.1

1 See the quick reference guide http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools citationguide.html for some examples.
Click on the author-date tab in the middle of the page. (Please note: The Quick Guide is just that; it is not an
exhaustive resource.) You can also look at articles from the American Political Science Review for examples of proper
citation.
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• The final paper page count does not include the cover sheet, reference list, or appendices.

• The paper must be double spaced, have 1” margins on all sides, and use 12 pt. Times New
Roman font.

• Tables and charts (when appropriate) should be included in the text of the paper.

Additional formatting/content guidance will be provided in class.

4.2 Final Presentation (5%)

At the end of the semester, each student will make an 6–8 minute presentation to the class about
his/her potential electoral reform. The presentation may incorporate slides or other materials and
should cover all aspects of the project.

4.3 Participation (20%)

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

A: Student is always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and
written work. Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or
insightful observations on the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student
does not dominate class discussion. Student asks probing questions of peers during their
presentations and provides constructive feedback on their work.

B: Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently and actively
contribute to class discussion. Student responds well when asked a question directly but
hesitates to volunteer his or her own opinion.

C: Simply showing up each day but sitting quitently without contributing gets you a C.
Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student
may interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor. Student
may blather on about the subject under discussion, without demonstrating any depth of
understanding, or clearly not have done the reading. Student may be overly aggressive,
or unable to respond satisfactorily to instructor’s and peer’s questions. Student does
not provide much constructive feedback to peers.

D: Student engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from other
classes, writes notes (as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does crossword
puzzles, plays computer games, surfs websites, checks cell phone calls, socializes with
classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discussion. Student
provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not helpful
to the recipients.

F: Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence in
the class will earn a grade of F for participation.

Any quizzes or other assigned in-class work will count toward your participation grade.
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4.4 Other Work (15%)

Over the course of the semester, students will submit a number of other assignments. These
assignments include, but are not limited to, short papers written in response to specific prompts,
and interviewing a local campaign official about his/her role in electoral politics.

5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss three classes with no impact on your course
grade. After the third missed class, however, your participation grade will drop by 5 points for each
additional class that you miss. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will miss a class for
any reason (e.g., sports, debate, illness, etc.).

5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others’ work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct, and,
if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. In addition to containing all of the course
readings, assignments, and forms, I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional
guidance, including examples, on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep
up with any additional course material posted to the site.

5.4 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 AM and 9:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.

5.5 Late assignments and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Final research papers will
be penalized a full grade for each 24-hour period the work is late (e.g., turning an A into a
B). All other assignments will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for each 24-hour period
that they are late (e.g., turning an A into an A-). Late work must be submitted in class or to my office.

Extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be arranged at least
one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).
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5.6 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book. A ‘B’ would be recorded an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.7 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The College of the Pacific holds all of its students to a strict standard of academic integrity. In the
case of a suspected violation of the University academic honor code, the faculty member will evaluate
the alleged infraction and report it immediately to the chair of the department, the College Academic
Affairs office, and the Office of Judicial Affairs, which will begin a formal investigation. If the Office of
Judicial Affairs determines that the student is responsible for the honor code violation, the standard
penalty in the College is failure of the assignment and/or the course. In such cases, the student will
be prevented from dropping or withdrawing from the course, even if the deadline to do so has not
expired. Further disciplinary action may also be taken by the Office of Judicial Affairs. The full text
of the Universitys Academic Dishonesty Policy can be found at http://web.pacific.edu/x30642.xml.

5.8 Students with disabilities

The University of the Pacific is committed to the goal of providing qualified students an equal
opportunity to attain college education regardless of disability. Pacific will make efforts toward
meeting reasonable requests for services and accommodations to students with disabilities. The
Office of Services for Students with Disabilities is located in McCaffrey Center 137. Phone: (209)
946-3221. Email: ssd@pacific.edu. Online: www.pacific.edu/disabilities/.

There is a three-step process for receiving accommodations, which can take from two days to two
weeks to complete. All three are necessary for the accommodations to the given. It is the student’s
responsibility to ensure each step happens.

1. Student meets with the SSD Director and provides documentation and completes registration
forms.

2. Student requests accommodation(s) each semester by completing the Request for Accommo-
dations Form.

3. Student arranges to meet with his/her professors to discuss the accommodation(s) and to sign
the Accommodation Request Letter

6 Course Schedule

All assigned readings should be completed by the time you come to class on the date listed. Items
followed by “(Sakai)” are available through the course Sakai site. Items followed by “(JSTOR)” are
available through J-STOR. You are responsible for accessing and reading all course materials before
you come to class. When possible, please bring the readings with you to class as we well reference

5



them frequently.

I reserve the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to
check Sakai frequently for announcements and attend class regularly so that you are aware of any
changes.

Jan. 7 Introduction to the course, its objectives, and the major project

Jan. 9 The role of elections in a democratic system

Locke (PACS 001 reader)

Jan. 11 Majority rule

Dahl, “Majority Rule and the Democratic Process” (Sakai)

Jan. 14 Meet in the Library for training session

Jan. 16 Democratic elections?

Wayne, Ch. 1

Jan. 18 Democracy around the world reconsidered

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2011, Introduction, Methodology, and Checklist Questions
(Begin here: http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world-2011/introduction)

Note: Please bring your computers to class today.

Jan. 21 No Class (Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday)

Jan. 23 A brief history of the suffrage in the United States

Keyssar, “The Road to Partial Democracy” (Sakai)

Jan. 25 A brief history of voting equality in the United States

Ansolabehere and Snyder, “The End of Inequality” (Sakai)

Jan. 28 More on suffrage and turnout

Wayne, Ch. 2
Pew Research Center, “Young Voters” (Sakai)
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Jan. 30 Registration and voting

Highton (Sakai)

Draft of first paper due.

Feb. 1 Peer review of papers

Feb. 4 Institutional reforms and voting

Berinsky (Sakai)

Feb. 6 Social pressure and voting

Green, Gerber, and Larimer (Sakai)

Feb. 8 Voter Fraud and Voter ID’s
Reading TBD

Feb. 11 Who should run elections?

Hernnson et al., pp. 1–8
Alvarez, Hall, and Llewellyn (Sakai)

Feb. 13 Poll workers

electiononline.org, “Helping Americans Vote: Poll Workers” (Sakai)

Feb. 15 Types of voting systems

Hernnson et al., Ch. 2

Feb. 18 No Class (Presidents Day)

Feb. 20 How accurate are the voting systems?

Hernnson et al., Ch. 4

Feb. 22 Inequalities in voting systems

Hernnson et al., Ch. 5

Feb. 25 Recommendations for better systems

Hernnson et al., Ch. 7
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Feb. 27 Other ways to vote

Gronke et al., “Convenience Voting” (Sakai)

Draft of second paper due.

March 1 Peer review of papers

March 4–8 No Class (Spring Break)

March 11 Ballot design issues

Niemi and Hernnson, “Beyond the Butterfly” (Sakai)
Niemi and Hernnson, “Ballot Design: How to Improve Life at the Ballot Box” (Sakai)

March 13 Representation in U.S. elections

Wayne, Ch. 3

March 15 More information than you could possible want about the Electoral College

Koza et al., pp. 33–60

March 18 Still more information about the Electoral College

Koza et al., pp. 60–94

March 20 Campaign finance

Wayne, Ch. 4

March 22 Another view on campaign finance

Smith, “Campaign Finance Regulation” (Sakai)

March 25 Citizen’s United and campaign finance

Reading TBD
Colbert Report selections (Sakai)

March 27 The media and elections

Wayne, Ch. 5

March 29 No Class (Pacific Day)
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April 1 Campaign communications

Wayne, Ch. 8

April 3 New media

Iyengar, “New Media, New Forms of Campaigning” (Sakai)

April 5 Can we be civil in our discourse?

Herbst, “The Powerful—if Elusive—Nature of Civility” (Sakai)
Jamieson and Hardy, “What Is Civil Engaged Argument . . . ” (Sakai)

April 8 Nominations

Wayne, Ch. 7

April 10 Frontloading in Presidential Primaries

Bush and Mayer, “The Frontloading Problem” (Sakai)

Draft of final paper due.

April 12 Peer review of final papers

April 15 How to give a briefing using Power Point

RAND Corp. Guide

April 17 Wrapping up the discussion

Cal Tech/MIT Voting Technology Project, “Voting” (Sakai)

April 19 Recommendation briefings

April 22 Recommendation briefings

April 24 Recommendation briefings

May 1 Final papers due by 5:00 p.m. through Sakai
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7 Paper Project

Write an original paper about a problem in American elections and how, if possible, to fix it. The
paper should address four major areas:

Paper #1 Describe the problem you want to fix in American elections and establish the need
for reform. Your task in this section is two-fold: First, to help me understand what the issues and
definitions are and, second, to make an argument the problem is something worth investing the
time, energy, and money in trying to fix. As you make the argument here, you should think of me
as someone who is not sympathetic to your cause (whatever it may be). Instead, think of me as
someone who thinks (1) it is really hard to change how elections happen and (2) reforms generally
(a) do not do what people want them to do and (b) cause more problems than they solve. You have
to prove me wrong. Here are some questions you should consider as your write this section:

• What behaviors are currently happening that you want to see stopped? What outcomes
currently exist that you want to see changed? How do others feel about it/understand it?

• Are there important terms that need defining? If so, how should they be defined?

• What indicators are there that it is a problem? How would I know it is a problem if I saw it?

• What social values are being ignored/challenged/threatened by the presence of this problem?

Paper #2 Describe the two or three best potential reforms that are available to us as policymakers.
For example, if the problem you discussed in the first part of your essay was low voter turnout,
what are our best options for increasing voter turnout? Here are some questions you should consider
as you research and write this section:

• What does each solution/reform look like in practice?

• How is the reform different from current practice?

• What laws or other aspects of the current electoral system would we need to change in order
to implement the reform?

Paper #3 Describe the consequences of the reforms. Continuing with the example of low voter
turnout, if you said one way to solve low turnout would be to mandate voting, what would happen
if we did so? Your task here is to describe all of the various outcomes (i.e., potential consequences)
that would result if each reform was adopted. Here are some questions you should consider as you
research and write this portion of the paper:

• What would it cost to adopt the reform?

• What are the advantages to adopting the reform? What are the disadvantages to adopting
the reform? (There are always disadvantages.)

• Who wins if we adopt the reform? Who loses? (There are always losers.)

• How much of a difference will each reform make in terms of what you care about?
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Final Paper Put it all together and make an argument for whichever reform, if any, you think
we ought to adopt. Please note that you do not have to make a positive argument for a reform.
You could argue that the consequences of the reforms are worse than the problem they are trying
to solve or that none of the reforms will make much of a difference. As such, none of the reforms
should be pursued. In this paper, you need to do more than simply put the prior papers into a
single document. You must revise them so that they fit together and tell a consistent story.
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