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1 Course Description

This course examines much of the conventional wisdom surrounding presidential elections in the
context of the 2012 contests. Building on some of the material in the PACS I sections on Civil So-
ciety (Ch. 3) and the State (Ch. 4), we will look at: The relative roles of political parties (major),
interest groups (major), and voters (minor) in elections; how we arrive at just two nominees and
why the rules matter; how and why the nomination process has changed over time; the impact of
third parties and independent candidates (laughable in both cases); and the role of the Electoral
College in structuring the campaign strategies.

We will also explore potential reforms to the presidential nomination and election processes, why
the media gets so much wrong about presidential elections, and why we can predict (with a high
degree of accuracy) the outcome for the November election today.

2 Course Objectives

By the end of this semester, students taking this course should be able to:

• Describe the modern presidential nomination process

• Explain why much of the conventional wisdom surrounding U.S. elections is wrong

• Explain how, if at all, U.S. elections contribute to the creation of a “good society”

• Perform a literature search

• Write an initial, major research paper

3 Course Materials

There are two required texts, available through the bookstore and online retailers, for this course.
Please be sure to purchase the current edition of each book so that we can all be on the same page.



• Baumgartner, Jody C., and Peter L. Francia. 2010. Conventional Wisdom and American
Elections, 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.

• Wayne, Stephen J. 2010. Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election?, 4th ed. Wash-
ington, DC: CQ Press.

In addition, we will refer to the PACS I reader on two occassions. Please keep it handy.

Please bookmark and frequently reference the Green Papers (http://www.thegreenpapers.com/).
You will find this site to be an invaluable resource for the rules and results of the 2012 nomination
season.

Finally, as this class is all about the 2012 presidential election, you will need to keep abreast of its
daily developments. In addition to the standard papers (e.g., New York Times, Washington Post,
and Washington Times) here are some good resources for doing so:

• The Colbert Report (http://www.colbertnation.com/)

• The Corner (http://www.nationalreview.com/corner)

• The Daily Show with Jon Stewart (http://www.thedailyshow.com/)

• The Drudge Report (http://www.drudgereport.com/)

• FiveThirtyEight (http://fivethirtyeight.blogs.nytimes.com/)

• The Fix (http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix)

• The Monkey Cage (http://themonkeycage.org/)

• A Plain Blog about Politics (http://plainblogaboutpolitics.blogspot.com/)

• Real Clear Politics (http://www.realclearpolitics.com/)

4 Course Requirements

There are four components of your course grade. This section briefly describes each. More infor-
mation about each will be provided in class.

4.1 Research Paper (60% of course grade)

Over the course of the semester, each student will, through an iterative process incorporating
revsions, write an original paper about a potential electoral reform and its consequences. The
paper will be written in sections over the course of the semester, with a final version submitted at
the end of the semester.

Important: All components of the research paper must be submitted to receive anything other
than an F in this course.
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4.1.1 Component Points Breakdown

The grade for the research paper comes from four drafts, or components. Table 1 shows the topic,
length, relative points, and due dates for each draft of the paper. The final draft should incorporate,
with revisions, the material from the three earlier drafts.

Table 1: Breakdown of Research Paper Component Points

Topic Length Percentage Due Date

Electoral problem to solve 3–5 pp. 15% Feb. 3

Mechanics of potential reforms 4–6 pp. 25% Feb. 24

Likely outcomes 4–6 pp. 25% Mar. 23

Final paper 15–20 pp. 35% April 27

4.1.2 Some Important Technicalities

• All papers must be submitted in PDF format through the course Sakai site. Each will be
processed through Turnitin.com’s anti-plagiarism software.

• The final paper must reference at least twelve academic sources, at least two of which must
be books obtained through the university library.

• Use the Chicago Manual of Style (16th Edition; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010)
as your style guide. Use the Chicago Manual’s author-date system (i.e., in-text, parenthetical)
for citations not footnotes or endnotes.1

• The final paper page count does not include the cover sheet, reference list, or appendices.

• The paper must be double spaced, have 1” margins on all sides, and use 12 pt. Times New
Roman font.

• Tables and charts (when appropriate) should be included in the text of the paper.

Additional formatting/content guidance will be provided in class.

4.2 Final Presentation (5%)

At the end of the semester, each student will make an 6–8 minute presentation to the class about
his/her potential electoral reform. The presentation may incorporate slides or other materials and
should cover all aspects of the project.

4.3 Participation (20%)

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

1 See the quick reference guide http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools citationguide.html for some examples.
Click on the author-date tab in the middle of the page. (Please note: The Quick Guide is just that; it is not an
exhaustive resource.) You can also look at articles from the American Political Science Review for examples of proper
citation.
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A: Student is always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and
written work. Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or in-
sightful observations on the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student
does not dominate class discussion. Student asks probing questions of peers during their
presentations and provides constructive feedback on their work.

B: Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently and actively
contribute to class discussion. Student responds well when asked a question directly
but hesitates to volunteer his or her own opinion.

C: Simply showing up each day but sitting quitently without contributing gets you a C.
Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student
may interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor. Stu-
dent may blather on about the subject under discussion, without demonstrating any
depth of understanding, or clearly not have done the reading. Student may be overly
aggressive, or unable to respond satisfactorily to instructor’s and peer’s questions. Stu-
dent does not provide much constructive feedback to peers.

D: Student engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from
other classes, writes notes (as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does cross-
word puzzles, plays computer games, surfs websites, checks cell phone calls, socializes
with classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discussion. Student
provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not helpful
to the recipients.

F: Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence
in the class will earn a grade of F for participation.

Any quizzes or other assigned in-class work will count toward your participation grade.

4.4 Other Work (15%)

Over the course of the semester, students will submit a number of other assignments. These
assignments include, but are not limited to, short papers written in response to specific prompts,
contributing to a course blog about the presidential nomination process, and interviewing a local
campaign official about his/her role in electoral politics.

5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss three classes with no impact on your course
grade. After that, however, as in PACS I, your course grade will drop by 1/3 of a letter for each
additional class that you miss (e.g., dropping an A to an A-). Please let me know as soon as
possible if you will miss a class for any reason (e.g., sports, debate, or illness). A valid excuse for
missing class will require written documentation from a person who can certify your illness or other
misfortune.
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5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others’ work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct,
and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. In addition to containing course readings,
assignments, and forms, I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional guidance,
sometimes including examples, on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep
up with any additional course material posted to the site.

5.4 Cell phones and computers (AKA, the Cookie Rule)

If your cell phone goes off during class (even in vibrate mode), you owe the class cookies or some
other treat at our next meeting. If I see you texting, playing games, or otherwise using your phone
in a way that distracts from the class environment, you owe the class cookies at our next meeting.

While we will be using our computers in this class occassionally, please refrain from using yours to
play games, watch movies, or look at inappropriate content. As with phones, if I find you using
your computer in a way that distracts from the class environment, you owe the class cookies at our
next meeting.

5.5 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.

During office hours, you may also contact me via Skype at ksmith.pacific.

5.6 Late assignments and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. For all assignments except the
final paper, a one-third letter grade penalty (e.g., dropping a B to a B-) will be deducted for each
24-hour period the assignment is late. For the final paper, a full grade penalty will be deducted for
each 24-hour period the work is late.

Extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be arranged at least
one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).

My intention is to return all assignments to you within four class periods after they are submitted.
If I fail to do so, I will apply a reverse late penalty to your work (i.e., raise your grade one third of
a letter for each 24-hour period I am late).
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5.7 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book. A ‘B’ would be recorded an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.8 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The College of the Pacific holds all of its students to a strict standard of academic integrity.
In the case of a suspected violation of the University academic honor code, the faculty member
will evaluate the alleged infraction and report it immediately to the chair of the department,
the College Academic Affairs office, and the Office of Judicial Affairs, which will begin a formal
investigation. If the Office of Judicial Affairs determines that the student is responsible for the
honor code violation, the standard penalty in the College is failure of the assignment and/or the
course. In such cases, the student will be prevented from dropping or withdrawing from the course,
even if the deadline to do so has not expired. Further disciplinary action may also be taken by
the Office of Judicial Affairs. The full text of the University’s Academic Dishonesty Policy can be
found at http://web.pacific.edu/x30642.xml.

5.9 Students with disabilities

The University of the Pacific is committed to the goal of providing qualified students an equal
opportunity to attain college education regardless of disability. Pacific will make efforts toward
meeting reasonable requests for services and accommodations to students with disabilities. To that
end, please notify the instructor about any special needs you may require during the first two weeks
of the semester.

If you would like to request an accommodation for a disability, please contact Danny Nuss in
The Office of Services for Students with Disabilities which is located in the McCaffrey Center,
First Floor, Room 137 and Room 115, by phone at (209) 946-2879 (TDD/Voice), or by email at
dnuss@pacific.edu. The SSD Office offers a variety of services for Pacific students with disabil-
ities. More information can be found here: http://www.pacific.edu/Gladys-L-Benerd-School-of-
Education/Services-for-Students-with-Disabilities.html.

6 Course Schedule

All assigned readings should be completed by the time you come to class on the date listed. You
are responsible for accessing and reading all course materials before you come to class. I reserve
the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to check Sakai
frequently for announcements and attend class regularly so that you are aware of any changes.

All readings not in the required books or the PACS I reader are available through the Sakai site.
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Table 2: Course Schedule

Date Topic Reading(s)

Jan. 9 What the class is and is not Syllabus

Jan. 11 Crash course in nomination politics Wayne pp. 174–183
Marx (Sakai)
Marshall (Sakai)

Jan. 13 More on nomination politics Green Papers glossary (Sakai)
Putnam—Allocation (Sakai)
Putnam—Calendar (Sakai)

Jan. 16 No class (MLK Jr. Day)

Jan. 18 Understandin polls Baumgartner pp. 99–111

Jan. 20 Literature searches/library training How to Google (Sakai)
Note: Today we will meet in Library Classroom 1.

Jan. 23 Aggregating preferences Locke (PACS I Reader)

Jan. 25 Voting paradoxes Saari (Sakai)

Jan. 27 Democratic elections? Wayne pp. 1–17

Jan. 30 Declining turnout? Wayne pp. 23–30

Feb. 1 Turnout again Baumgartner pp. 3–16

Feb. 3 Who votes and why Wayne pp. 30–37
Electoral problem paper due

Feb. 6 Are voters polarized? Baumgartner pp. 17–27

Feb. 8 Political divisions in American politics Baumgartner pp. 27–35

Feb. 10 The myth of independent voters Baumgartner pp. 37–45

Feb. 13 Predicting election outcomes Nerd Fight Rd. 1 (Sakai)

Feb. 15. More on predicting election outcomes Nerd Fight Rd. 2 (Sakai)

Feb. 17 Turnout consequences Wayne pp. 37–48

Feb. 20 Elections and representation Wayne pp. 56–67

Feb. 22 More on representation Wayne pp. 67–81

Feb. 24 Political parties Wayne pp. 148–168
Potential reforms paper due

Feb. 27 Party differences Baumgartner pp. 127–142

Feb. 29 Campaign finance history Wayne pp. 88–98
Baumgartner pp. 49–57

Mar. 2 Continuing campaign finance issues Wayne pp. 98–103
Baumgartner pp. 57–65

Mar. 5 No class (Spring break)

Mar. 7 No class (Spring break)

Mar. 9 No class (Spring break)
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Date Topic Reading(s)

Mar. 12 The Citizens United decision Hasen (Sakai)
Sides (Sakai)

Mar. 14 Campaign finance reform? Wayne pp. 103–110

Mar. 16 Changing campaign media coverage Wayne pp. 115–122

Mar. 19 News as entertainment Postman (PACS I Reader)

Mar. 21 Adequate coverage? Wayne pp. 122–131
Glassman (Sakai)

Mar. 23 Bias reconsidered Baumgartner pp. 113–125
Consequences of reform paper due

Mar. 26 Public cynicism and what to do Wayne pp. 131–140
Mar. 28 Campaign communications Wayne pp. 200–207

Mar. 30 Ad content Wayne pp. 207–221

Apr. 2 Excessive negativity? Baumgartner pp. 83–98

Apr. 4 Image is everything? Baumgartner pp. 145–158

Apr. 6 Back to nominations Wayne pp. 184–194

Apr. 9 The “veepstakes” Baumgartner pp. 67–81

Apr. 11 No class (Prof. Smith at MPSA)

Apr. 13 No class (Prof. Smith at MPSA/Pacific Day)

Apr. 16 National elections Baumgartner pp. 179–196

Apr. 18 Elections and governance Wayne pp. 229–254

Apr. 20 Final presentations

Apr. 23 Final presentations

Apr. 25 Final presentations

Apr. 27 Final paper due by 3 p.m.

8


