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1 Course Description

This course examines the institutions and practice of U.S. government and politics. While we will
necessarily cover the mechanics of how government and politics work in the United States, this
course is primarily about (a) the ideas, concepts, and debates that animate U.S. government and
politics and (b) the different approaches to studying them in political science. As such, the course
is not a civics course. The text is a reader and not a traditional textbook, and I will assume that
you know some basic information about the structure of American government.1 Class meetings
will center on discussions and activities rather than lectures.

2 Course Objectives

This course introduces students to the study of U.S. government and politics. It helps students with
the following departmental learning objectives: (a) identify and use salient political science concepts
and analytical methods to evaluate current public policies, political actors behavior, political events,
and institutional arrangements and (b) evaluate the strengths and limitations of the most significant
analytical approaches used in the principal subfields of political science.

3 Course Materials

There is one required book for this course:

• Kollman, Ken. 2011. Readings in American Politics: Analysis and Perspectives. 2nd ed.
New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Please be sure to get the correct edition (2nd) as the included readings have changed.

1 If you need to brush up on the mechanics, I have put several traditional textbooks on reserve in the library. We
will also review some of the basics in class.



Additional readings (indicated in the Course Schedule) will be available through the course Sakai
site.

As this is a course on U.S. government and politics, you should also keep up on current events in
both. Good sources for doing so (and ones that I check each morning) include the Washington
Post (washingtonpost.com), the Drudge Report (drudgereport.com), RealClearPolitics (realclear-
politics.com), and Rough and Tumble (rtumble.com; California politics specific). I consider current
events part of the course materials, and I will give occasional quizzes on the week’s news.

4 Course Requirements

Table 1 presents the five components to your course grade, their relative weights, and a brief
description of each.

Table 1: Course Grade Components

Component Weight Description

Exams 40% Midterm and final exams (see Course Schedule for dates);
exams will be a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and
essay questions

Quizzes 10% Quizzes (pop and announced) on the course readings and
current events in U.S. government and politics

Position papers 25% Three short papers making an argument about some aspect
of U.S. government or politics; prompts and due dates will
be distributed in class

Participation 15% See rubric below for participation guidelines

Other work 10% Small, miscellaneous assignments throughout the semester

4.1 Participation Rubric

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

A Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or insightful observations on
the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student does not dominate class discussion.
Student is attentive and intellectually engaged and displays a constructive attitude. Student is
always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and written work. Student
asks probing questions of peers during their presentations and provides constructive feedback on
their work.

B Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently contribute to class discus-
sion. Student responds well when asked a question directly but hesitates to volunteer his or her
own opinion. Student completes work minimally, but without critical thought, or substantively
engaging the course material. Student asks some questions of and provides some feedback to peers.
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C Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student may
interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor; student may blather
on about the subject under discussion, but show no real depth of understanding, or clearly not
have done the reading. Student may be overly aggressive, or unable to respond satisfactorily to
instructors and peers questions. Student does not provide much constructive feedback to peers.
Simply showing up each day and sitting quietly gets you a C.

D Student engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from other classes,
writes notes (as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does crossword puzzles, checks cell
phone calls, socializes with classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discus-
sion. Student provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not
helpful to the recipients or the class discussion.

F Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence in the class
will earn a grade of F for participation.

5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss three classes with no impact on your course
grade. After the third missed class, however, your participation grade will drop by 5 points for
each additional class that you miss. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will miss a class
for any reason (e.g., sports, debate, illness, etc.).

5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct,
and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. In addition to containing all of the course
readings, assignments, and forms, I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional
guidance, including examples, on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep
up with any additional course material posted to the site.

5.4 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 AM and 9:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.
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5.5 Late assignments, make-up exams, and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Homework will be penalized
one-third of a letter grade for each 24-hour period that it is late. Late work must be submitted to
my office.

Make-up exams must be scheduled within the first two weeks of the course. Make-up exams will be
scheduled at my convenience and will be more difficult than those given during the scheduled time.

Extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be arranged at least
one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).

Please note: It is not within my power to reschedule the final exam. If you cannot take the final
at its assigned date and time, you must arrange to do so at another time with with Senior Associate
Dean Greg Jongeward (WPC 111, 946-2141). Be warned, however, that rescheduling is generally
allowed only for medical emergencies.

5.6 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book. A ‘B’ would be recorded an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.7 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The College of the Pacific holds all of its students to a strict standard of academic integrity.
In the case of a suspected violation of the University academic honor code, the faculty member
will evaluate the alleged infraction and report it immediately to the chair of the department,
the College Academic Affairs office, and the Office of Judicial Affairs, which will begin a formal
investigation. If the Office of Judicial Affairs determines that the student is responsible for the
honor code violation, the standard penalty in the College is failure of the assignment and/or the
course. In such cases, the student will be prevented from dropping or withdrawing from the course,
even if the deadline to do so has not expired. Further disciplinary action may also be taken by
the Office of Judicial Affairs. The full text of the Universitys Academic Dishonesty Policy can be
found at http://web.pacific.edu/x30642.xml.

5.8 Students with disabilities

The University of the Pacific is committed to the goal of providing qualified students an equal
opportunity to attain college education regardless of disability. Pacific will make efforts toward
meeting reasonable requests for services and accommodations to students with disabilities. To
that end, please notify the instructor about any special needs you may require during the first
two weeks of the semester. Students requesting accommodations due to a disability should pro-
vide the instructor with an accommodations request letter from the Office of Services for Stu-
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dents with Disabilities, Bannister Hall, Room 101, (209) 946-2879, E-mail: ssd@uop.edu, website:
http://www.uop.edu/education/ssd

6 Course Schedule

All assigned readings should be completed by the time you come to class on the date listed. Items
followed by “(Sakai)” are available through the course Sakai site. You are responsible for accessing
and reading all course materials before you come to class. When possible, please bring the readings
with you to class as we well reference them frequently.

I reserve the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to
check Sakai frequently for announcements and attend class regularly so that you are aware of any
changes.

Aug. 27: Introduction/Course syllabus

6.1 Foundational Problems

Key Questions: Why do people form political societies? What is gained by doing so? What do
people give up? How should we think about the tradeoff? What are the major challenges of forming
political societies? In particular, what problems are inherent in collective action? Common resource
allocation? What about delegation? How do we solve these problems?

Aug. 29: Locke (1.1)

Aug. 31: Olson (1.2) and Hardin (1.3)

Sept. 3: No class (Labor Day)

Sept. 5: Kiewiet and McCubbins (1.4)

6.2 The Constitution

Key Questions: What was new and novel about the U.S. Constitution? What does the Constitution
seek to do? How does it seek to solve the foundational problems? Is the Constitution a democratic
document? How should we approach the Constitution?

Sept. 7: Kamman (Sakai) and the U.S. Constitution (Sakai)

Sept. 10: Madison (2.1 and 2.2)

Sept. 12: Brutus (2.3) and Dahl (2.4)

Sept. 14: Robertson (Sakai)

Sept. 17: Class will meet at 9:50 AM in the Alumni House Regents Board Room to hear
California Supreme Court Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye.
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6.3 Federalism

Key Questions: What is the proper relationship between the federal government and the states?
What defines the boundary between the two? What can the federal government do that the states
cannot? What can the states do that the federal government cannot? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of federalism as a system of government?

Sept. 19: Madison (3.1)

Sept. 21: Buchanan (Sakai) and Riker (3.2)

Sept. 24: United States v. Lopez (3.3), Raich v. Gonzales (Sakai), and Howe (Sakai)

Sept. 26: Walters and Kettl (3.5)

6.4 Congress

Key Questions: What motivates the actions of members of Congress? Who do they represent?
How is Congress organized? What are the major organizational bases of power? How has their
relative importance changed over time?

Sept. 28: Mayhew (5.1)

Oct. 1: Fenno (5.2) and Swers (5.3)

Oct. 3: Schickler (Sakai)

Oct. 5: No class (Fall Break)

Oct. 8: Cox and McCubbins (5.4)

Oct. 10: Review for the midterm

Oct. 12: Midterm exam

6.5 The Presidency

Key Questions: What is the appropriate role of the president in the American political system?
How has the role changed over time? What are the president’s powers? What, if any, are the limits
(formal and informal) on the president’s power?

Oct. 15: Locke (Sakai)

Note: Pacific will host two debates, sponsored by the League of Women Voters and several campus
organizations, between the candidates for the State Assembly and the candidates U.S. House of
Representatives in Raymond Great Hall tonight at 6 PM. I will give extra credit for coming to the
debates.
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Oct. 17: Whittington and Carpenter (Sakai)

Oct. 19: Neustadt (6.1)

Oct. 22: Cameron (6.2) and Howell (6.4)

Oct. 24: Canes-Wrone (6.3) and Kernell (6.5)

Oct. 26: Rudalevige (Sakai)

6.6 The Judiciary

Key Questions: What is the appropriate role of the judiciary in a democracy? Does the U.S.
judiciary have too much or too little authority? What, if any, are the limitations of judicial power?
To what extent can the judiciary drive social change in the American political system?

Oct. 29: Marbury v. Madison (8.2)

Oct. 31: Rosenberg (8.1)

Nov. 2: Keck (Sakai)

6.7 Public Opinion and the Media

Key Questions: Can we talk about a “public” opinion? What do people know about politics?
What do they need to know? Where do people’s opinions come from? What affect, if any, does the
media have on public opinion? What is the appropriate role of the media in a democracy?

Nov. 5: Lupia and McCubbins (9.1)

Note: Nov. 6 is Election Day! Be sure to vote (if you are eligible and registered) and come to
class on the 7th ready to talk about the results. There will be an election watching party in the
Lair, with presentations from my students in Campaigns and Elections, beginning at about 5 PM
on the 6th. I will give extra credit for showing up and listening to the student presentations.

Nov. 7: Post-election roundup

Nov. 9: Zaller (9.2) and Caplan (9.3)

Nov. 12: Iyengar (14.2)

Nov. 14: Scheufele (Sakai)

6.8 Political Parties and Interest Groups

Key Questions: What is the role of political parties in U.S. government and politics? What about
interest groups? Why do parties form? How did the Founders think about parties?
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Nov. 16: Reichley (Sakai)

Nov. 19: Aldrich (12.1)

Nov. 21: No class (Thanksgiving)

Nov. 23: No class (Thanksgiving)

Nov. 26: Moe (11.1) and Kollman (11.2)

6.9 Political Participation and Elections

Key Questions: How has the right to participate in politics, in particular the right to vote, evolved
over time? How does political science understand voters? What is polarization? Why has U.S.
politics become more polarized?

Nov. 28: Keyssar (Sakai) and Ansolabehere and Snyder (13.1)

Nov. 30: Menand (Sakai)

Dec. 3: Rosenstone and Hansen (10.1)

Dec. 5: McCarty, Poole, and Rosenthal (13.3)

Dec. 7: Review for the final/evaluations

Final Exam: Friday, December 14, 8:00 AM
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