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1 Course Description

This course explores current issues in California politics. It is a combination of political science,
political journalism, and practical experience. In this course we will explore California’s political
history, its constitution and governing institutions, and major policy areas driving current Califor-
nia politics.

The course is structured as a seminar. I will not lecture in this course. You as the students will be
responsible for driving the conversation at our meetings.

2 Course Objectives

This course primarily develops students capacities with respect to the following departmental learn-
ing objectives and outcomes:

Conceptual and Analytical: Students should be able to engage contemporary political
events and public policies using the key concepts and analytical approaches from . . .
U.S. Government . . . Specifically, students should be able to:

• Identify and use salient political science concepts and analytical methods to eval-
uate current public policies, political actors behavior, political events, and institu-
tional arrangements.

• Evaluate the strengths and limitations of the most significant analytical approaches
used in the principal subfields of political science.

Students will also develop their research skills (specifically, data collection), communication skills
(written and oral presentations), and professional and citizenship skills.



3 Course Materials

There are four required books, listed below, for this course. Although I’ve given the list price for
each book, most can be had for $10 or less (before shipping) used through Amazon Marketplace.

• Lubenow, Gerald C. (ed). 2006. Governing California: Politics, Government, and Public
Policy in the Golden State, 2nd ed. Berkeley: Institute of Governmental Studies Press.
ISBN: 0877724202. $25 new on Amazon. Used prices start at $10 on Amazon Marketplace.

• Masket, Seth. 2011. No Middle Ground: How Informal Party Organizations Control Nomina-
tions and Polarize Legislatures. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. ISBN: 0472034677.
$29 new on Amazon. Used prices start at $18.

• Mathews, Joe, and Mark Paul. 2010. California Crackup: How Reform Broke the Golden
State and How We Can Fix It. Berkeley: University of California Press. ISBN: 0520266560.
$25 new on Amazon. Used prices start at $6.

• Shrag, Peter. 2008. California: America’s High Stakes Experiment. Berkeley: University of
California Press. ISBN: 0520254058. $25 new on Amazon. Used prices start at $0.01.

In addition, you should keep current on California politics. Some sites that you will find useful for
doing so include Rough & Tumble (rtumble.com), Fox & Hounds (foxandhoundsdaily.com), Capitol
Weekly (capitolweekly.net), and the California Progress Report (californiaprogressreport.com).

4 Course Requirements

There are five components of your course grade. This section describes each.

4.1 Exams (30%)

There will be two, open-book exams in this class—a midterm and a final. Each exam will cover
half of the material in the course.

4.2 Projects (30%)

Over the course of the semester, each student will complete two projects. In the first, students will
work in groups and revise a section of the California Constitution.

In the second, students (alone or in pairs) will update a chapter from The New Political Geography
of California (on reserve in the library). This project will require you to (1) summarize the chapter’s
main findings, (2) extend them with more recent data, and then (3) evaluate the author’s original
conclusions in light of the new data.

Project components: Each project will have two components: A written report and formal
presentation. The paper is due at the time of the presentation. Here are some basic details, though
more guidance will be provided in class.
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1. Paper: 8–10 pp., not including title page, references, or appendices. Standard formatting
rules apply (e.g., 12 pt. Times New Roman with 1-inch margins). Citations must use the
Chicago Manual of Style’s author-date system.

2. Presentation: 8–10 min., including the use of presentation software.

4.3 Reading Discussion (15%)

Each student will be responsible for leading discussion in several class meetings over the semester.
When it is your turn, you will be required to provide a written summary of the reading to the class
by 5 p.m. the night before the class meets. This summary should:

• Briefly summarize the main argument/findings in the reading;

• Provide two or three points of discussion/criticism; and

• Be no longer than two, single-spaced pages long.

4.4 Quizzes (10%)

To keep everyone honest, and to discourage reading just the summaries, I will also scatter at least
15 quizzes throughout the semester. These quizzes will ask factual information from the readings
and will not be announced in advance. Quizzes missed due to an unexcused absence will be entered
as a zero in the grade book and may not be made up. Quizzes missed due to an excused absence
will be omitted from the grade.

4.5 In-Class Participation (15%)

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

A Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or insightful observations on
the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student does not dominate class discussion.
Student is attentive and intellectually engaged and displays a constructive attitude. Student is
always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and written work. Student
asks probing questions of peers during their presentations and provides constructive feedback on
their work.

B Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently contribute to class discus-
sion. Student responds well when asked a question directly but hesitates to volunteer his or her
own opinion. Student completes work minimally, but without critical thought, or substantively
engaging the course material. Student asks some questions of and provides some feedback to peers.

C Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student may
interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor; student may blather
on about the subject under discussion, but show no real depth of understanding, or clearly not
have done the reading. Student may be overly aggressive, or unable to respond satisfactorily to
instructors and peers questions. Student does not provide much constructive feedback to peers.
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D Simply showing up each day gets you a D+. Other characteristics of D participation: Student
engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from other classes, writes notes
(as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does crossword puzzles, checks cell phone calls,
socializes with classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discussion. Student
provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not helpful to the
recipients or the class discussion.

F Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence in the class
will earn a grade of F for participation.

Please also see the section on attendance for additional information about your participation grade.

5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss two classes with no impact on your course
grade. After the second missed class, however, your participation grade will drop by 5 points for
each additional class that you miss. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will miss a class
for any reason (i.e., sports, debate, illness, etc.).

5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct,
and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. Students should enroll in and regularly consult
the course Sakai site. In addition to containing all of the course readings, assignments, and forms,
I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional guidance, including examples,
on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep up with any additional course
material posted to the site.

5.4 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 AM and 9:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.
During office hours, you may also contact me via Skype at ksmith.pacific.
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5.5 Late assignments, make-up exams, and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Homework will be penalized
one-third of a letter grade for each 24-hour period that they are late. For the project papers, a
full grade penalty will be deducted for each 24-hour period the work is late. Late work must be
submitted to my office.

Make-up exams must be scheduled within the first two weeks of the course. Make-up exams will be
scheduled at my convenience and will be more difficult than those given during the scheduled time.

Extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be arranged at least
one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).

5.6 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book; a ‘B’ would be recorded as an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.7 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The College of the Pacific holds all of its students to a strict standard of academic integrity.
In the case of a suspected violation of the University academic honor code, the faculty member
will evaluate the alleged infraction and report it immediately to the chair of the department,
the College Academic Affairs office, and the Office of Judicial Affairs, which will begin a formal
investigation. If the Office of Judicial Affairs determines that the student is responsible for the
honor code violation, the standard penalty in the College is failure of the assignment and/or the
course. In such cases, the student will be prevented from dropping or withdrawing from the course,
even if the deadline to do so has not expired. Further disciplinary action may also be taken by
the Office of Judicial Affairs. The full text of the Universitys Academic Dishonesty Policy can be
found at http://web.pacific.edu/x30642.xml.

5.8 Students with disabilities

The University of the Pacific is committed to the goal of providing qualified students an equal
opportunity to attain college education regardless of disability. Pacific will make efforts toward
meeting reasonable requests for services and accommodations to students with disabilities. To that
end, please notify the instructor about any special needs you may require during the first two weeks
of the semester.

If you would like to request an accommodation for a disability, please contact Danny Nuss in
The Office of Services for Students with Disabilities which is located in the McCaffrey Center,
First Floor, Room 137 and Room 115, by phone at (209) 946-2879 (TDD/Voice), or by email at
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dnuss@pacific.edu. The SSD Office offers a variety of services for Pacific students with disabil-
ities. More information can be found here: http://www.pacific.edu/Gladys-L-Benerd-School-of-
Education/Services-for-Students-with-Disabilities.html.

6 Course Schedule

Note: This schedule is subject to change. I am endeavoring to bring guests to speak to the class
on a variety of topics, and so the schedule will need to be adjusted to accommodate them. Any
changes will be announced in class and on the course Sakai site. It is your responsibility to remain
up to date on the schedule.

Aug. 27 Introduction, syllabus, and expectations

Aug. 29 Views of the current situation

Shrag, Introduction
Mathews & Paul, Ch. 1
Selections on California’s Resurgence (Sakai)

Sept. 3 California history, pt. 1

Shrag, Ch. 1

Sept. 5 California’s political history, pt. 2

Shrag, Ch. 2

Sept. 10–12 The California Constitution and its history

Mathews and Paul, Ch. 2
California’s Constitution (Sakai) – We will work through the entire Constitution as a group,

with individual students responsible for specific Articles.

Sept. 17–19 The legislature

Johnston, “The Changing Legislative Landscape,” in Governing California
Cain et al., “A Professional Legislature after Term Limits,” in Governing California
What’s Next California Participants Guide, pp. 25–35
Guest speaker: TBD

Sept. 24–26 The third rail of California politics: Proposition 13

Mathews and Paul, Ch. 3
Chapman, “Proposition 13: Some Unintended Consequences”
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Citrin, “Proposition 13 and the Transformation of California Government” (Sakai)
Citrin, After the Tax Revolt – Each student will be responsible for briefing a chapter from this

book, which is on reserve in the library.

Oct. 1–3 Initiatives and referendums

Mathews and Paul, Ch. 4
Matsusaka,“An American Institution” (Sakai)
What’s Next California Participants Guide, pp. 5–12
McCuan et al. “California’s Political Warriors” (Sakai)
Lee, “Direct Democracy,” in Governing California
PPIC, “The California Initiative Process—How Democratic Is It?” (Sakai)
Matsusaka, “For the Many or the Few” and “Liberal or Conservative?” (Sakai)
Donnovan & Bowler, “Responsive or Responsible Government” (Sakai)

Oct. 8 Midterm exam

Oct. 10 Governors, the Governator, and Governing

Shrag, Ch. 3 & 4
Jacobs and Block, “The Governor,” in Governing California
Decker, “Resolving Differences and Crafting Compromise,” in Governing California
Chandler & Kousser, “Governors, Geography, and Direct Democracy,” in The New Political

Geography of California hereafter NPGC

Oct. 15–17 The city, the county, and the state

Mathews and Paul, Ch. 8
What’s Next California Participant Guide, pp. 47–54
Fulton, “Welcome to Sales Tax Canyon”
Guest speaker: Stockton City Councilman Moses Zapien

Oct. 22 California’s courts

Stolz et al., “The Courts,” in Governing California

Oct. 24 Party politics in California: The macro view

McGhee & Krimm, “California’s Political Geography” (Sakai)
Fiorina & Abrams, “Is California Really a Blue State?” in NPGC
Miller & Levitt, “The San Joaquin Valley: Republican Realignment and Its Limits,” in NPGC
Masket, Ch. 1
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Oct. 29–31 Party politics in California: How it works, how it has changed

Masket, Ch. 2–4

Nov. 5–7 Race and immigration

Citrin, “Immigration,” in Governing California
Nakanishi, “When Numbers Do Not Add Up” (Sakai)
Sonenshein & Drayse, “The Political Geography of Coalitions . . . ,” in NPGC
Douzet, “The Geopolitical Transition of Oakland,” in NPGC
Billard & Le Texier, “Urban Changes and Neighborhood Politics in San Diego,” in NPGC

Nov. 12–14 California elections

Kousser, “Redistricting,” in Governing California
Cain et al., “Sorting or Self-Sorting,” in NPGC
McGhee & Krimm, “California’s 2011 Redistricting: The Final Plans” (Sakai)
McGhee & Krimm, “California’s 2011 Redistricting: Challenges and Controversy” (Sakai)
Miller & Douzet, “The Partisan East-West Divide,” in NPGC
McGhee, “Open Primaries” (Sakai)

Nov. 19–21 Water politics

Mulholland’s Dream
Mullin, “Water in California,” in Governing California
Guest speaker: TBD

Nov. 26 Crime, prisons and realignment

California LAO, “A Primer: The Impact of Three Strikes after More than a Decade” (Sakai)
Bass, “Blacks, Browns, and the Blues” (Sakai)
Selections on Gov. Brown’s realignment proposal

Nov. 28 No class: Thanksgiving

Dec. 3 New Political Geography update briefs

Dec. 5 New Political Geography update briefs and wrap-up

Note: The final exam will be Thursday, Dec. 12, from 12:00–3:00 p.m. I will schedule a review
session either Tuesday (Dec. 10) or Wednesday (Dec. 11).
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