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1 Course Description

This course examines the relative influence of Congress and the presidency on politics and policy
making in America. Topics include the development, organization, operation, interactions, and
policy making role of the two branches.

2 Course Objectives

This course introduces and develops student’s learning with respect to the following departmental
learning objectives and outcomes:

• Conceptual and Analytical: Engage salient concepts, approaches, and methodologies in the
study of government, politics, and public affairs.

• Inquiry and Research: Students should be able to identify and gather information from cred-
ible primary and secondary sources.

• Communication: Write in mechanically correct and stylistically effective manners.

• Professional and Citizenship: Demonstrate an ongoing interest in and engagement with pol-
itics.

Thus, this course contributes to the following university-wide learning objectives: Major field com-
petence, critical and creative thinking, communication, and intercultural and global perspectives.

3 Course Materials

There are two required texts for this course:

1. Dodd, Lawrence C., and Bruce I. Oppenheimer (eds). 2013. Congress Reconsidered, 10th ed.
Washington, DC: CQ Press.



2. Nelson, Michael (ed). 2014. The Presidency and the Political System, 10th ed. Washington,
DC: CQ Press.

Additional readings may be posted to the course Sakai site.

4 Course Requirements

There are five components of your course grade. This section briefly describes each; more informa-
tion will be provided in class. Copies of student work may be retained for assessment purposes.

4.1 Exams (30%)

There will be two, open-book exams during the semester. (The specific dates for each are included
in the schedule below.) Each exam will primarily focus on the material introduced since the prior
exam. Each exam will also be cumulative, however, as the course ideas and concepts are cumulative.

4.2 Biographies (30%)

4.2.1 Biography of a Bill

Each student will write a political biography of a bill recently enacted into law. The bill must be
from the 113th Congress. Among other things, the biography will discuss: (a) what the law does,
(b) the bill’s legislative history, (c) which groups supported and which groups opposed the bill, (d)
the president’s position on the bill, and (e) any action he took when signing it. This paper will rely
primarily on news stories and material from Congressional Quarterly.

4.2.2 Critical Review of a Presidential Biography

Each student will read and write a critical analysis of a presidential biography (e.g., Bob Wood-
ward’s Bush at War or Lou Cannon’s President Reagan) of his or her choosing. (Please get my
approval before picking a biography—not all biographies are equally worthy.) The goal here is
to apply the concepts and ideas we develop in this course to a historical account of presidential
leadership.

4.2.3 Some Technicalities

• Each paper will be 8–10 pages long, not including cover sheet, reference list, or appendices.
The paper must be double spaced, have 1” margins on all sides, and use 12 pt. Times New
Roman font.

• Tables and charts (when appropriate) should be included in the text of the paper. You must
generate all the tables and charts using the tools we develop in this class.

• Use the Chicago Manual of Style (16th Edition; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010)
as your style guide. Use the author-date system (i.e., in-text, parenthetical) for citations
not footnotes or endnotes. There is a quick Chicago Manual reference guide available at
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/. (Please note: The Quick Guide is just that; it is not
an exhaustive resource.) You can also look at articles from the American Political Science
Review for examples of proper citation.
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4.3 Participation (20%)

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

A Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or insightful observations on
the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student does not dominate class discussion.
Student is attentive and intellectually engaged and displays a constructive attitude. Student is
always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and written work. Student
asks probing questions of peers during their presentations and provides constructive feedback on
their work.

B Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently contribute to class discus-
sion. Student responds well when asked a question directly but hesitates to volunteer his or her
own opinion. Student completes work minimally, but without critical thought, or substantively
engaging the course material. Student asks some questions of and provides some feedback to peers.

C Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student may
interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor; student may blather
on about the subject under discussion, but show no real depth of understanding, or clearly not
have done the reading. Student may be overly aggressive, or unable to respond satisfactorily to
instructors and peers questions. Student does not provide much constructive feedback to peers.
Showing up each day and sitting quietly gets you a C-.

D Student engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from other classes,
writes notes (as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does crossword puzzles, checks cell
phone calls, socializes with classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discus-
sion. Student provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not
helpful to the recipients or the class discussion.

F Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence in the class
will earn a grade of F for participation.

4.4 Quizzes (10%)

Over the course of the semester, I will give a number of quizzes—announced and unannounced
as well as closed and open book—on the reading material. Missed quizzes may not be made up.
Quizzes missed due to an unexcused absence will receive a zero in the grade book. Quizzes missed
due to an excused absence will simply be omitted from the grade.

4.5 Other (10%)

This category is a catch-all for any additional assignments over the course of the semester.

Unless I indicate otherwise, I will not accept handwritten assignments nor will I accept emailed
assignments. Assignments must be typed and submitted in hard copy on the day they are due.
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5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss three classes with no impact on your course
grade. After the third missed class, however, your participation grade will drop by 5 points for
each additional class that you miss. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will miss a class
for any reason (e.g., sports, debate, illness, etc.).

5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others’ work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct,
and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. In addition to containing all of the course
readings, assignments, and forms, I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional
guidance, including examples, on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep
up with any additional course material posted to the site.

5.4 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 AM and 9:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.

5.5 Late assignments, make-up exams, and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Research papers will be penal-
ized a full grade for each 24-hour period the work is late (e.g., turning an A into a B). All other
assignments will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for each 24-hour period that they are late
(e.g., turning an A into an A-). Late work must be submitted in class or to my office.

Make-up exams must be scheduled within the first two weeks of the course. Make-up exams will be
scheduled at my convenience and will be more difficult than those given during the scheduled time.

Paper and project extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be
arranged at least one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).

5.6 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
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when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book. A ‘B’ would be recorded an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.7 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The Honor Code at the University of the Pacific calls upon each student to exhibit a high degree
of maturity, responsibility, and personal integrity. Students are expected to:

• Act honestly in all matters

• Actively encourage academic integrity

• Discourage any form of cheating or dishonesty by others

• Inform the instructor and appropriate university administrator if she or he has a reasonable
and good faith belief and substantial evidence that a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy
has occurred.

Violations will be referred to and investigated by the Office of Student Conduct and Commu-
nity Standards. If a student is found responsible, it will be documented as part of her or his
permanent academic record. A student may receive a range of penalties, including failure of an
assignment, failure of the course, suspension, or dismissal from the University. The Academic
Honesty Policy is located in Tiger Lore and online at http://www.pacific.edu/Campus-Life/Safety-
and-Conduct/Student-Conduct/Tiger-Lore-Student-Handbook-.html

Plagiarism and cheating are the most common forms of academic dishonesty encountered in this
course. Please see a good style manual for what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it.
Deliberate plagiarism includes copying text (four words or more) from websites, books or classmates.
Deliberate plagiarism or cheating on any of the quizzes or exams will result in failing the course
and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards.

5.8 Students with disabilities

If you are a student with a disability who requires accommodations, please contact the Director
of the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) for information on how to obtain an
Accommodations Request Letter.

3-Step Accommodation Process

1. Student meets with the SSD Director and provides documentation and completes registration
forms.

2. Student requests accommodation(s) each semester by completing the Request for Accommo-
dations Form.

3. Student arranges to meet with his/her professors to discuss the accommodation(s) and to
sign the Accommodation Request Letter.
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To ensure timeliness of services, it is preferable that you obtain the accommodation
letter(s) from the Office of SSD. Depending on course and session, the wait time may be as
long as 1-2 weeks or as short as 1-2 days. After the instructor receives the accommodation letter,
please schedule a meeting with the instructor during office hours or some other mutually convenient
time to arrange the accommodation(s).

The Office of Services for Students with Disabilities is located in the McCaffrey Center, Rm. 137.
Phone: 209-946-3221. Email: ssd@pacific.edu. Online: www.pacific.edu/disabilities

6 Course Schedule

All assigned readings should be completed by the time you come to class on the date listed. You
are responsible for accessing and reading all course materials before you come to class. Please bring
the readings with you to class as we will reference them frequently.

The following key will be helpful in locating each reading:

• CR—Items are found in Congress Reconsidered.

• PPS—Items are found in The Presidency and the Political System.

• (JSTOR)—Items are available through J-STOR. Links are available on the course Sakai site.

• (Sakai)—Items are available through the course Sakai site.

I reserve the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to
check Sakai frequently for announcements and attend class regularly so that you are aware of any
changes.

Jan. 13 Introduction, syllabus, and institutional basics

6.1 Evolving Institutions

Jan. 15 Sinclair, “The New World of U.S. Senators,” CR, Ch. 1

Jan. 17 Dodd and Oppenheimer, “The House in a Time of Crisis,” CR, Ch. 2

Jan. 20 No class—Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday

Jan. 22 Tulis, “The Two Constitutional Presidencies,” PPS, Ch. 1

Jan. 24 Skowronek, “The Development of Presidential Power,” PPS, Ch. 3

6.2 Election Politics and Their Implications

Jan. 27 Erikson and Wright, “Voters, Candidates, and Issues in Congressional Elections,” CR,
Ch. 4

Jan. 29 Jacobson, “Partisanship, Money, and Competition,” CR, Ch. 5
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Jan. 31 Bernhard and Sulkin, “Parties, Members, and Campaign Contributions in the House of
Representatives,” CR, Ch. 6

Feb. 3 McGhee et al., “A Primary Cause of Partisanship?” (Sakai)

Feb. 5 Brown, “The Presidency and the Nominating Process,” PPS, Ch. 7

Feb. 7 Hagen and Mayer, “The Modern Politics of Presidential Selection” (Sakai)

Feb. 10 Edwards, “The Faulty Premises of the Electoral College,” PPS, Ch. 8

6.3 The Party Influence

Feb. 12 The legislative process: Watch all nine videos at http://beta.congress.gov/legislative-
process.

Feb. 14 Kingdon, “Introduction,” in Congressmen’s Voting Decisions (Sakai)

Feb. 17 No Class—President’s Day Holiday

Feb. 19 Legislative histories

Feb. 21 Binder and Lee, “Making Deals in Congress,” in Negotiating Deals in Politics (Sakai)

Feb. 24 Smith and Gamm, “The Dynamics of Party Government in Congress,” CR, Ch. 7

Feb. 26 Wallner, “The Death of Deliberation” (Sakai)

Feb. 28 Midterm Exam

Mar. 3 Dickinson, “The President and Congress,” PPS, Ch. 15

Mar. 5 Lincoln

Mar. 7 Lincoln

Mar. 10–14 No Class—Spring Break

6.3.1 Race and Gender in Congress

Mar. 17 Pearson, “Congresswomen’s Pursuit of Power in a Partisan Environment,” CR, Ch. 3

Mar. 19 Haynie, “African Americans and the Politics of Inclusion” (Sakai)

6.3.2 Institutional Interrogatories

Mar. 21 Milkis, “The Presidency and Political Parties,” PPS, Ch. 12
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Mar. 24 Deering and Smith, “Committees in Congress” (Sakai)

Mar. 26 King, “The Nature of Committee Jurisdictions” (Sakai)

Mar. 28 Aldrich et al., “Richard Fenno’s Theory of Congressional Committees and the Partisan
Polarization of the House,” CR, Ch. 8

Mar. 31 Koger, “Filibustering in the Modern Senate, CR, Ch. 9

Apr. 2 Thurber, “The Dynamics and Disfunction of the Congressional Budget Process,” CR,
Ch. 13

Apr. 4 Binder and Maltzman, “Advice and Consent,” CR, Ch. 11

Apr. 7 Yalof, “The Presidency and the Judiciary,” PPS, Ch. 16

Apr. 9 Burke, “The Institutional Presidency,” PPS, Ch. 13

Apr. 11 Nesustadt, “Leader or Clerk” and “The Power to Persuade,” in Presidential Power and
the Modern Presidents (Sakai)

Apr. 14 Rudalevige, “The Presidency and Unilateral Power,” PPS, Ch. 17

Apr. 16 Edwards, “The Limits of the Bully Pulpit” (Sakai)

Apr. 18 Fisher, “Constitutional Framework” and “Restoring Checks and Balances,” in Presi-
dential War Power (Sakai)

Apr. 21 Polsky, “The Presidency at War,” PPS, Ch. 19

Apr. 23 Kriner and Howell, “Congressional Leadership of War Opinion,” CR, Ch. 15

6.3.3 Some Concluding Thoughts

Apr. 25 Cooper, “The Modern Congress,” CR, Ch. 16

Apr. 28 Dodd and Schraufnagel, “Party Polarization and Policy Productivity in Congress,” CR,
Ch. 17

Apr. 30 Porter, “The Three Presidencies,” PPS, Ch. 18

Final Exam: The final exam for this course will be Monday, May 5, from 12:00–3:00 PM.
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