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1 Course Description

Political science seeks to create causal theories to explain observed patterns of political behavior
(e.g., why countries go to war) and institutional arrangements (e.g., why the number of political
parties varies across countries) and to evaluate public policies. How do we know if our theories
and conclusions are right? As political scientists, we use the research process to generate and test
rival hypotheses for what we observe. Using this process, we can rule out some explanations as false.

This course introduces students to the practice of political science research. In this course, we will
develop an analytical “toolbox” for investigating political phenomena, including everything from
how to pick a research topic to how to present your findings. The tools you develop here will be
employed in research papers for upper division courses and in the department’s Capstone Seminar.

In the analysis portion of the course, we will focus on quantitative analysis within the positivist
tradition. (While other methods and approaches to studying politics exist, you will gain exposure
to them elsewhere.) As such, this course involves some basic mathematics (i.e., intro algebra) and
the use of statistics. The course, however, is neither a mathematics nor a statistics course. Our
goal here is to understand what the numbers mean rather than become experts in statistical theory.



1.1 Some Important Notes on the Class

• Research is an active process. As such, this course will not be one where you can passively
take notes and hope to do well. Your success in this class will be a function of how much you
actively engage the course material.

• Much as in a physical science or math class, the best way to learn the material is through
repeated exposure and practice. To that end, the course is structured so that you come into
contact with the material at least three times. First, you will read the assigned reading,
which will introduce the ideas, concepts, and methods. Second, we will develop the material
together in class. Third, you will do an assignment where you apply the material.

• My operating assumption will be that you have completed the assigned reading(s) and are
ready to answer questions/complete activities based on the material.

• POLS 133 is a required course for the political science major and should be taken in the
sophomore year (or in the first year at Pacific if you are a transfer student). While not
required, it is strongly recommended that students complete the GE3B requirement and
POLS 151 before taking the course.

2 Course Objectives

This course introduces and develops student’s learning with respect to the following departmental
learning objectives:

Inquiry and Research: Students should be able to construct a summative project or
paper that draws on current research, scholarship and techniques in a political science
subfield. Specifically, students should be able to:

1. Propose interesting and important topics for political science research using ap-
propriate subfield literature.

2. Design and execute a viable research project to investigate the research question.

3. Rigorously apply analytical methods to reach valid conclusions about the question.

Communication: Students should be able to make clear and effective presentations of
their work in writing and in public presentations. Specifically, students should be able
to:

1. Write in a variety of forms in mechanically correct and stylistically effective man-
ners.

2. Speak in public settings in clear and effective ways, including the use of presenta-
tion media.

3 Course Materials

There are two required texts for this course (available as a package):

1. Johnson and Reynolds. 2011. Political Science Research Methods, 7th ed. Washington, DC:
CQ Press.
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2. Mycoff. 2011. Working With Political Science Research Methods, 3rd ed. Washington, DC:
CQ Press.

You will also need to purchase materials to make a poster at the end of the semester (i.e., a tri-fold
presentation board (cheaper but harder to make look good) or a printout from Duplication Services
(more expensive but easier to make look good).

4 Course Requirements

There are five components of your course grade. This section briefly describes each. More infor-
mation about each will be provided in class.

4.1 Exams (40%)

There will be three exams during the semester. (The specific dates for each are included in the
schedule below.) Each exam will primarily focus on the material introduced since the prior exam.
Each exam will also be cumulative, however, as the course ideas and concepts are cumulative.

You may bring a 3” x 5” card with whatever notes/formulas you desire on it to each of the exams.
The final exam will require you to use Stata.

4.2 Research paper (20%)

Working alone or in pairs, you will write an original, empirical research paper—incorporating all
aspects of the research process and using statistical methods covered in this class—on an instructor-
approved topic of your choosing. (I have generated a list of example questions below, although you
should consider a question based on your interests.) The question may be policy focused. In order
for a question to be approved for this project, it must:

1. Ask an empirical, political science question and

2. Use one of the following:

(a) A data set available through the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social
Research (ICPSR),

(b) Some other pre-existing data set (must be approved by Prof. Smith), or

(c) Survey data that you gather this semester

4.2.1 Potential Research Questions

• Why do some countries have more women elected to office than others?

• Why is voter turnout higher in some countries than others?

• Why do some people participate in politics more than others?

• Why are some people more supportive of gay rights than others?

• Why do some death penalty appeals take longer than others?

• Why do some countries fight more armed conflicts than others?
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• Why do some countries experience more terrorist attacks than others?

• Are there still important differences in the parties’ constituencies?

• How conservative are African-Americans and Latinos really?

• How culturally distinct, if at all, are Republicans and Democrats?

• A question of your choosing, pending approval by Prof. Smith.

4.2.2 Some Technicalities

• The final paper will be 15-20 pages long, not including cover sheet, reference list, or appen-
dices. The paper must be double spaced, have 1” margins on all sides, and use 12 pt. Times
New Roman font.

• Tables and charts (when appropriate) should be included in the text of the paper. You must
generate all the tables and charts using the tools we develop in this class.

• The paper must reference at least twelve academic sources, at least two of which must be
books obtained through the university library. (You will have to show me the books you are
using in class.)

• Use the Chicago Manual of Style (16th Edition; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010)
as your style guide. Use the author-date system (i.e., in-text, parenthetical) for citations
not footnotes or endnotes. There is a quick Chicago Manual reference guide available at
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/. (Please note: The Quick Guide is just that; it is not
an exhaustive resource.) You can also look at articles from the American Political Science
Review for examples of proper citation.

4.3 Poster presentation (5%)

At the end of the semester, you will present your findings at a joint poster session. You will need
to purchase additional materials (e.g., printing out the poster at Duplicating Services) for this
assignment.

Note: Failure to arrive on time to the poster session will result in a zero for this portion of the
grade.

4.4 Homework (20%)

As should be clear from the course schedule below, there is a lot of homework for this course. In
this way, the class is like a math class. You will be submitting something to me almost every class
meeting. While most of the assignments are from the workbook, some will be simple exercises
designed to teach you how to do things like create a table. Other assignments will require you to
perform an analysis in Stata and turn in your output. An easy way to get a poor grade in this
course is not to do the homework. Do it.

Unless I indicate otherwise, I will not accept handwritten assignments nor will I accept emailed
assignments. Assignments must be typed and submitted in hard copy on the day they are due.
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You make work together to figure out the homework. Each student, however, must submit his or
her own version of the assignment. You may copy and paste each other’s work, even if you work
together to arrive at the answer. Assignments that are clearly duplicates or copies will receive a
zero in the grade book.

4.5 Participation (15%)

Each student is required to participate meaningfully in class. Your participation grade will assigned
on the basis of the following criteria.

A Student frequently participates by contributing incisive questions or insightful observations on
the course reading or general topic under discussion. Student does not dominate class discussion.
Student is attentive and intellectually engaged and displays a constructive attitude. Student is
always prepared for class by having completed the assigned reading and written work. Student
asks probing questions of peers during their presentations and provides constructive feedback on
their work.

B Student is usually prepared and attentive, but does not consistently contribute to class discus-
sion. Student responds well when asked a question directly but hesitates to volunteer his or her
own opinion. Student completes work minimally, but without critical thought, or substantively
engaging the course material. Student asks some questions of and provides some feedback to peers.

C Student is seldom prepared, occasionally distracted, or otherwise disengaged. Student may
interrupt and/or derail discussion through inappropriate remarks or humor; student may blather
on about the subject under discussion, but show no real depth of understanding, or clearly not
have done the reading. Student may be overly aggressive, or unable to respond satisfactorily to
instructors and peers questions. Student does not provide much constructive feedback to peers.
Showing up each day and sitting quietly gets you a C-.

D Student engages in intensified C behavior. Student occasionally does work from other classes,
writes notes (as opposed to take notes), sends text messages, does crossword puzzles, checks cell
phone calls, socializes with classmates, or engages in other uncooperative behavior during discus-
sion. Student provides little to no feedback to peers and/or the feedback that is provided is not
helpful to the recipients or the class discussion.

F Students who have serious attendance problems or become a detrimental presence in the class
will earn a grade of F for participation.

5 Course Policies

5.1 Attendance

Attendance in this course is mandatory. You may miss three classes with no impact on your course
grade. After the third missed class, however, your participation grade will drop by 5 points for
each additional class that you miss. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will miss a class
for any reason (e.g., sports, debate, illness, etc.).
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5.2 Classroom conduct

It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity in this class. We will
likely discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. We will also be
critiquing each others’ work. While both of these activities are part of the academic experience, we
must do each in a positive, constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct,
and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

5.3 Sakai

I consider the Sakai site an extension of the course. In addition to containing all of the course
readings, assignments, and forms, I will use the site to make announcements and provide additional
guidance, including examples, on assignments. It is your responsibility to make sure that you keep
up with any additional course material posted to the site.

5.4 Communication

While I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion to all student communication, I cannot
promise that you will receive a response within 24 hours. I generally check my email between the
hours of 6:30 AM and 9:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and only sporadically over the weekend.

5.5 Late assignments, make-up exams, and extensions

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Research papers will be penal-
ized a full grade for each 24-hour period the work is late (e.g., turning an A into a B). All other
assignments will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for each 24-hour period that they are late
(e.g., turning an A into an A-). Late work must be submitted in class or to my office.

Make-up exams must be scheduled within the first two weeks of the course. Make-up exams will be
scheduled at my convenience and will be more difficult than those given during the scheduled time.

Paper and project extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be
arranged at least one week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted).

5.6 Grading

I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100–96), A- (95–90), B+
(89–87), B (86–83), B- (82–80), C+ (79–77), C (76–73), C- (72–70), D+ (69–67), D (66–63), D-
(62–60), and F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I
assign a letter grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade
when calculating your course grade. For example, an ‘A-’ would be recorded as a 95 in the grade
book. A ‘B’ would be recorded an 86. I will post a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use
when grading your papers on Sakai.

5.7 Cheating and plagiarism: University Honor Code

The College of the Pacific holds all of its students to a strict standard of academic integrity.
In the case of a suspected violation of the University academic honor code, the faculty member
will evaluate the alleged infraction and report it immediately to the chair of the department,
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the College Academic Affairs office, and the Office of Judicial Affairs, which will begin a formal
investigation. If the Office of Judicial Affairs determines that the student is responsible for the
honor code violation, the standard penalty in the College is failure of the assignment and/or the
course. In such cases, the student will be prevented from dropping or withdrawing from the course,
even if the deadline to do so has not expired. Further disciplinary action may also be taken by
the Office of Judicial Affairs. The full text of the Universitys Academic Dishonesty Policy can be
found at http://web.pacific.edu/x30642.xml.

5.8 Students with disabilities

The University of the Pacific is committed to the goal of providing qualified students an equal
opportunity to attain college education regardless of disability. Pacific will make efforts toward
meeting reasonable requests for services and accommodations to students with disabilities. To
that end, please notify the instructor about any special needs you may require during the first
two weeks of the semester. Students requesting accommodations due to a disability should pro-
vide the instructor with an accommodations request letter from the Office of Services for Stu-
dents with Disabilities, Bannister Hall, Room 101, (209) 946-2879, E-mail: ssd@uop.edu, website:
http://www.uop.edu/education/ssd

6 Course Schedule

All assigned readings should be completed by the time you come to class on the date listed. Items
followed by “(Sakai)” are available through the course Sakai site. Items followed by “(JSTOR)”
are available through J-STOR. You are responsible for accessing and reading all course materials
before you come to class. When possible, please bring the readings with you to class as we will
reference them frequently.

All listed assignments are due at the beginning of the following class. For example, the assignment
listed on Jan. 9—exercises 2-1 to 2-3 from the Mycoff workbook—is due at the beginning of class
on Jan. 11.

I reserve the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to
check Sakai frequently for announcements and attend class regularly so that you are aware of any
changes.

6.1 First Steps: Proposing a Question, Doing a Literature Review, and Devel-
oping Hypotheses

Jan. 7 Introduction to course and objectives (IR1)

Johnson and Reynolds (hereafter J&R), Ch. 1

Jan. 9 Characteristics of scientific knowledge (IR1)

J&R, pp. 33–43
Assignment: Mycoff 2-1 through 2-3
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Jan. 11 Theory and Political Science Research (IR1)

J&R, pp. 43–67
Assignment: Mycoff 2-4, 2-5, and 2-7

Jan. 14 The Research Question (IR1)

J&R, pp. 74–81
Assignment: Mycoff 3-1 and 3-2

Jan. 16 Conducting a Literature Review, pt. 1 (IR1)

J&R, pp. 81–93
Good Googling (Sakai)
Assignment: Mycoff 3-4 through 3-7

Jan. 18 Conducting a Literature Review, pt. 2 (IR1)

Meet in the library
J&R, Ch. 15
Assignment: Annotated bibliography of five sources related to semester project

Jan. 21 No Class (Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday)

Jan. 23 Writing a Literature Review (IR1)

J&R, pp. 93–101
Assignment: Mycoff 3-8 and 3-9

Jan. 25 Variables and Hypotheses (IR1/2)

J&R, pp. 102–119
Assignment: Mycoff 4-2 through 4-5

Jan. 28 Defining Concepts (IR1/2)

J&R, pp. 119–124
Assignment: Mycoff 4-1

Jan. 30 Measurement (IR1/2)

J&R, pp. 127–144
Assignment: Mycoff 5-2 through 5-5, and 5-8
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Feb. 1 Precision in Measurement (IR1/2)

J&R, pp. 144–160
Assignment: Mycoff 5-1, 5-6, and 5-7

Feb. 4 Exam #1

6.2 Designing the Inquiry: Research Design and Data Collection

Feb. 6 The Goal of a Good Research Design (Or, Why Experiments Are Awesome) (IR2)

J&R, pp. 165–178
Assignment: Mycoff 6-1 through 6-3

Feb. 8 Other Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs (IR2)

J&R, pp. 178–193
Assignment: Mycoff 6-4

Feb. 11 Observational Studies and Case Studies (IR2)

J&R, pp. 194–201
Lee (Sakai)
Assignment: Observational study

Feb. 13 Cross-Section and Time-Series Designs (IR2)

J&R, pp. 201–214
Assignment: Mycoff 6-5, 6-7, and 6-8

Feb. 15 Sampling (IR2)

J&R, pp. 222–240
Assignment: Mycoff 7-1, 7-2, and 7-10

Feb. 18 No Class (Presidents Day)

Feb. 20 Inference from Samples (IR2)

J&R, pp. 240–252
Assignment: Mycoff 7-3, 7-5, 7-6, and 7-11

Feb. 22 Making Observations (IR2)

J&R, Ch. 8
Assignment: Mycoff 8-1, 8-2 or 8-3, and 8-4c
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Feb. 25 Using the Written Record (IR2)

J&R, Ch. 9
Assignment: Mycoff 9-1 through 9-3

Feb. 27 Survey Types (IR2)

J&R, pp. 306–327

March 1 Surveys Questions (IR2)

J&R, pp. 327–341
Assignment: Mycoff 10-1 through 10-5 and 10-7

March 4–8 No Class (Spring Break)

March 11 Interviews and Review (IR2)

J&R, pp. 341–347

March 13 Exam #2

6.3 Analysis, Discussion, and Reporting the Findings

March 15 Making Sense of Data (IR3)

J&R, pp. 354–361
Mycoff, pp. 83–84 and 97–98
Assignment: Mycoff 11-3 and 11-5

March 18 Descriptive Statistics (IR3)

J&R, pp. 361–376
Assignment: Mycoff 11-2, 11-4, and 11-6

March 20 Visually Describing Data (IR3)

J&R, pp. 376–393
Assignment: Mycoff 11-1 and 11-7 through 11-9

March 22 Statistical Inference (IR3)

J&R, pp. 398–408
Assignment: Mycoff 12-1 through 12-3 and 12-5
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March 25 Tests of Means and Proportions (IR3)

J&R, pp. 408–420
Assignment: Mycoff 12-4 and 12-6 through 12-8

March 27 Confidence Intervals (IR3)

J&R, pp. 420–425
Assignment: Mycoff 12-9 through 12-12

March 29 No Class (Pacific Day)

April 1 Relationships between Two Variables (IR3)

J&R, pp. 428–435
Mycoff, pp. 107–108
Assignment: Mycoff 13-2

April 3 Cross-Tabs or Contingency Tables (IR3)

J&R, pp. 436–445
Assignment: Mycoff 13-3 and 13-4

April 5 Chi-Square and Difference of Means (IR3)

J&R, pp. 456–473
Assignment: Mycoff 13-5a, 13-6, 13-9, and 13-11a-b

April 8 Regression Analysis (IR3)

J&R, pp. 490–503
Assignment: Mycoff 13-12 and 13-15

April 10 Correlation, Standardization, and Inference (IR3)

J&R, pp. 503–521
Assignment: Mycoff 13-16 and 13-17

April 12 Poster Do’s and Don’ts (C1)

Radel (Sakai)
Assignment: Take one of the articles from your project and mock up a poster for it

April 15 Presentation Do’s and Don’ts (C2)

RAND Corp. (Sakai)
Assignment: Mock up a set of 10-15 slides for another of the articles from your project
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April 17 The Logic of Ceteris Paribus (IR3)

J&R, pp. 527–538
Assignment: Mycoff 14-1, 14-3, and 14-4

April 19 Multivariate Regression (IR3)

J&R, pp. 538–550
Assignment: Mycoff 14-5 (read p. 140 before answering this question) and 14-6

April 22 Dummy Variables and Interactions (IR3)

J&R, pp. 550–568
Assignment: Mycoff 14-7 through 14-10

April 24 Exam #3

April 26 Poster presentations of final projects from 12:00–2:00 p.m. (C2)

May 1 Final papers are due by 5:00 p.m. though Sakai (C1)
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