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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION. The course introduces students to the study of U.S. politics. It is not a civics 
course. While we will examine the details of U.S. political ideas and institutions, we will do so from the 
perspective of political science. Our goal is to examine the underlying logic of American politics. 

II. OBJECTIVES. By the end of the course students should have a basic understanding of (a) U.S. political 
ideas and institutions and (b) the major perspectives used to analyze them. 

III. TEXTBOOK AND OTHER READINGS. There is one required book for this course: Samuel Kernell, 
Gary C. Jacobson, and Thad Kousser, The Logic of American Politics, 4th Edition (Washington, D.C.: 
CQ Press, 2008). Any additional materials will be posted to the course Blackboard site. 

IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS. Your course grade will come from the following seven components. 
Descriptions of each are below. 

• Quizzes: 15% 
• Debate: 5% 
• Debate memo: 10% 
• Other assignments: 10% 

• Midterm exam: 20% 
• Final exam: 20% 
• Participation: 20% 
 

 
Quizzes: There will be an in-class, closed-book, multiple-choice quiz at the end of each chapter. Missed 
quizzes cannot be made up. Additional pop quizzes may be given if I feel they are necessary. 

Debate: Each student will participate in one team debate. I will assign the teams and the topics. More 
details about the structure of the debate will be provided in class. 

Debate memo: After your team debate, you will write a 3- to 5-page paper making what you think the best 
argument is for your side of the debate. The paper is due the Monday following your debate. 

Other assignments: Over the course of the semester, I will assign several other short projects related to 
the course material. 

Exams: Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. In addition to 
demonstrating your knowledge of basic facts about U.S. politics, the exams will ask you to synthesize the 
material and apply it to new situations we have not discussed in the class. 

Participation: Students must participate meaningfully in each class session. Meaningful participation can 
be many things, for example, active contributions to the class discussion and providing feedback on your 
colleagues’ presentations. While perfect attendance is not expected in this class, missing more than three 
classes without a documented need will result in a maximum participation score of a “C.” 

Copies of student work may be retained to assess how course learning objectives are being met. Papers 
will be submitted through the Blackboard site and processed through anti-plagiarism software. 
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V. GRADING. I will use +/– grades in this course and grade on the following scale: A (100-96), A- (95-
90), B+ (89-87), B (86-83), B- (82-80), C+ (79-77), C (76-73), C- (72-70), D+ (69-67), D (66-63), D- 
(62-60), F (59-0). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. If I assign a letter 
grade on an assignment, I will use the maximum whole-number value for that grade when calculating 
your course grade. For example, an “A-” would be recorded as a 95 in the grade book. A “B” would be 
recorded an 86. I have posted a brief rubric describing the criteria I will use when grading your papers and 
exams on the course Blackboard site. 

You must take both of the exams and submit the debate memo in order to receive anything other than an 
“F” for the course. 

VI. MAKE-UP EXAMS, EXTENSIONS, AND LATE POLICY. The exam dates are included in the course 
schedule below. Unless arrangements are made in the first two weeks of the course, no make up exams 
will be given except in the case of a documented medical emergency. Make-up exams will be 
substantially harder than the exam given to the rest of the students. I cannot approve any change to the 
final date and time. You must arrange for any alternative with the Office of the Dean of the College of the 
Pacific. 

Extensions (1) will only be granted for documented cases of need and (2) must be arranged at least one 
week before the due date (medical emergencies excepted). 

Late Policy: Unless otherwise specified, all assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. 
Work submitted after class has begun but before the end of the due date (5:00 PM) will be penalized 1/3 
of a grade (e.g., dropping an A to an A-). An additional 1/3 grade will be deducted for each day the work 
is late (e.g., dropping the A- to a B+), and Saturdays and Sundays count.  

VII. UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC HONOR CODE. The University Honor Code is an essential element in 
academic integrity. It is a violation of the Honor Code to give or receive information from another student 
during an examination, to use unauthorized sources during an examination, or to submit all or part of 
someone else’s work or ideas as one’s own (i.e., plagiarism). You will be penalized with failure of the 
course if discovered. Violations will also be referred to the Dean of Students, and you may suspended 
from the University. A complete statement of the Honor Code may be found in the Student Handbook, 
Tiger Lore. 

VIII. CLASSROOM CONDUCT. It is imperative that we treat each other with civility, respect, and dignity 
in this class. We may discuss topics about which people feel passionately and disagree intensely. While 
part of the academic experience is to challenge deeply held beliefs, we must do so in a positive, 
constructive fashion. Ad hominem attacks, disrespectful language, and disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated. Such behavior violates the Student Code of Conduct, and, if necessary, I will refer offenses to 
the Office of Judicial Affairs. 

IX. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. Students who need accommodations due to a disability should 
arrange a meeting with me within the first two weeks of class to discuss options and provide an 
accommodations request letter from the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (101 Bannister 
Hall). 

X. COURSE OUTLINE. Readings should be completed by the end of the listed week. You are responsible 
for accessing and reading all course materials before you come to class. I have included important dates in 
the schedule below. 

I reserve the right to amend the class outline at any time as needed. It is incumbent upon you to check 
Blackboard frequently for announcements and attend class regularly. 
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Week 1 (1/12 – 1/16): The Logic of American Politics (Ch. 1) 
• Jan. 12: Syllabus and introduction to course 
 
Week 2 (1/19 – 1/23): The Constitution (Ch. 2) 
• Jan. 19: No class – Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday 
• Jan. 23: Last day to add 
 
Week 3 (1/26 – 1/30): Federalism (Ch. 3) 
 
Week 4 (2/2 – 2/6): Civil Rights (Ch. 4) 
• Feb. 6: Debate #1 
 
Week 5 (2/9 – 2/13): Civil Liberties (Ch. 5) 
• Feb. 9: Last day to drop with out a “W” 
 
Week 6 (2/16 – 2/20): Congress (Ch. 6) 
• Feb. 16: No class – President’s Day 
 
Week 7 (2/23 – 2/27): Congress (Ch. 7) and the Presidency (Ch. 7) 
• Feb. 27: Debate #2 
 
Week 8 (3/2 – 3/6): The Presidency (Ch. 7) 
• Mar. 6: Midterm exam 
 
Week 9 (3/9 – 3/13): No Class – Spring Break 
 
Week 10 (3/16 – 3/20): The Bureaucracy (Ch. 8) 
 
Week 11 (3/23 – 3/27): The Judiciary (Ch. 9) 
• Mar. 27: Last day to withdraw  
 
Week 12 (3/30 – 4/3): Public Opinion (Ch. 10) 
• Apr. 3: Debate #3 
 
Week 13 (4/6 – 4/10): Voting, Campaigns, and Elections (Ch. 11) 
 
Week 14 (4/13 – 4/17): Political Parties (Ch. 12) 
• Apr. 13: No class – Student travel day 
• Apr. 17: Debate #4 
 
Week 15 (4/20 – 4/24): Political Parties (Ch. 12) and Interest Groups (Ch. 13) 
 
Week 16 (4/27 – 5/1): The Media (Ch. 14) 
• May 1: Course wrap up and evaluations 
 
Week 17 (5/4 – 5/8): Review and Final Exam 
• May 4: Review for final exam 
• May 6: No class – Study day 
• May 8: Final Exam, 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 


